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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois

ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations
Office: (217) 581-5983- Home: (217) 348-7553

December 7, 1988

88-640

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
CHARLESTON, IL.--As Sunday's fall commencement nears, four of the
international students at Eastern Illinois University reminisced about
their days at Eastern, looked ahea,d to the future and recalled holiday·
customs in their homelands.
Feza Pehlivan of Turkey, who will receive her bachelor's degree in
marketing during the 2 p.m. commencement ceremonies at Lantz Gymnasium,
said her 3 1/2 years at Eastern have been socially and academically
worthwhile. "I carne to America primarily for the international
experience," said Pehlivan, who has met many students from other
countries at Eastern. "I have also learned about American culture," she
said.
Pehlivan has served as president of the Association of
International Students at Eastern and said her involvement in that
organization has enabled her to make friends easily.
-more-
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She hopes to stay in the United States and find a job in hotel
management that will give her practical training, so when she returns
home to Turkey she will have a better chance of finding employment.
"I think Eastern is a fine university. Its small size creates a
more personal atmosphere than larger universities," she said.
Pehlivan said graduation conjures up thoughts of time spent with
family and friends in her homeland. Pehlivan said in Turkey the Moslems
celebrate New Year's, but not Christmas.
Anusha Yapa of Sri Lanka, a chemistry major, also hopes to find a
job in the United States. "The United States is more advanced in the
field of chemistry than my country is. I hope to get experience here
before I return home."
Like Pehlivan, Yapa's experience at Eastern has been memorable. "I
have enjoyed the education system at Eastern, especially the excellent
program in chemistry," she said.
Although Yapa likes Eastern, she said she misses her family and
wishes she could spend the holidays with them. "In Sri Lanka, the
Buddhists celebrate New Year's in April. We decorate our homes with
lanterns and participate in parades. We also exchange gifts, make
special food and pay respect to our adults," she said.
Jianqiang Zhou of the People's Republic of China will receive his
masters in business administration degree. Zhou said his reason for
selecting Eastern was to study business and the American culture. "I
succeeded in both," he said.
Zhou said he would like to work for an American company that does
business with China, so if he ever returns to his homeland he will have
a better understanding of how U.S. companies operate.
-more-

